GEOLOGY OF PLANET EARTH LAB
GEOLOGY 102 HYBRID
SPRING 2011
Instructor: Paul McBurnett
Office: Live Oak 1224
Office Hours: Friday 12pm – 1pm
Office phone number: (818)677-2039
E-mail: paul.mcburnett@my.csun.edu
Meeting time: F  9am-11:45am 
Required textbook: Laboratory Manual in Physical Geology, 8th edition, 
  by Richard M. Busch

SYLLABUS
COURSE OBJECTIVES

The Geology of Planet Earth 102 lab complements the Geology of Planet Earth 101 lecture. You will be able to take the ideas and concepts from the lecture and apply them to lab exercises. Geology is a part of everyday life and much of the geological processes and features go unnoticed. By applying the concepts taught in lecture and this lab, you will develop a better understanding of the Earth in which we all reside.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
YOU MUST HAVE ACCESS TO A COMPUTER AND THE INTERNET FOR THIS CLASS. Class attendance is mandatory. No make-up labs or exams will be given unless there is an extenuating circumstance, for which I will need proof (i.e. a note from doctor, police, lawyer, etc.). It is your responsibility to get missed material. Online assignments will not be accepted late under any circumstances. Grades will be determined by labs, quizzes, and exam.

LABS
Some labs will be done entirely in class or online. Read the assigned labs before coming to class. We will discuss each lab during the first part of each class. Each lab (worth 20 points each) will be completed and turned in by the end of the class period. No late labs will be accepted. You may work in pairs or groups, but each student must turn in a lab in their own writing and their own words.
QUIZZES
Each lab has an introductory chapter in your manual or online. You are expected to read this before class and take the online quiz before you come to class. You will have one week to take the quiz online, no make-up quizzes will be given. Quizzes will be worth 5 points each and due 30 minutes before the beginning of class.

MIDTERM AND PRESENTATION
The midterm will be in short answer form and worth 25 points.
For the presentation you may choose 2 partners for a group of 3 per presentation. The topic will be related to geologic disasters with a focus on the geology that lead up to the disasters and what may have been done to prevent it. All topics must be approved by me. I will also provide a list of topics that may be chosen from if needed. Presentation topics will be due by Feb. 11th.  Presentations are worth 25 pts for each student. Format will be Microsoft Power Point. Each presentation will be 10-12min in length. Presentation outline due on Feb. 11th will be worth 5pts out of the total points for this assignment.
FIELD TRIPS
Field strips will be scheduled as the semester progresses. Typically we will have at minimum 2 trips, the first to Cabrillo Aquarium and the other to be announced. All field trips will be optional and worth 10pts a piece towards your final grade. As they become scheduled I will notify the class.
GRADING
The plus/minus letter grading system will be used for this course. If you fall on the borderline of grades I will take your attendance, class participation, and overall effort into consideration in assigning you a grade.

Points will be allocated in approximately the following manner:

Labs



 220pts
Quizzes  (online)
               50pts
Exam and Presentation              50pts     

          

             320pts
Letter grades will be assigned as follows:

94-100%
A
90-93%
A-

87-89%
B+

83-86%
B
80-82%
B-

77-79%
C+

73-76%
C

70-72%
C-

67-69%
D+

63-66%
D

60-62%
D-

0-59%

F

I do not give “incompletes” for grades. No exceptions. The last day to drop the class is Feb. 11th. If you choose to drop, it is your responsibility to formally drop the class. I will not drop the class for you.
CLASS RULES
No eating. Drinks are allowed as long as you are careful around the equipment. Be on time to class and turn off cell phones or any other electronic equipment (i.e. ipods, MP3 players, etc.) before coming to class. Please do not talk while I am instructing and/or addressing the class.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
I adhere to the University’s policy on academic dishonesty given in the Schedule of Classes. Cheating will result in the assignment of a zero for the exam/lab/quiz and notification to the Dean of Students, which may result in disciplinary action.
LAB SCHEDULE
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Lab #
	Reading

	1
	Jan. 28
	Syllabus
Conversions and Reading Exercise
	Supp
	-

	2
	Feb. 4
	Observing Earth and Processes of Change Through Time & Plate Tectonics, Origins of Magma
	1, 2
	Pg. 1-9

Pg. 30-35

	3
	Feb.11
	Mineral Properties, Uses, and Identification
Presentation Topic Due
	3
	Pg. 47-60

	4
	Feb. 18
	Rock Forming Processes and the Rock Cycle & Igneous Rocks and Volcanic Hazards
	4,5
	Pg. 75-81

Pg. 89-97

	5
	Feb. 25
	Sedimentary and Metamorphic Rocks
	6,7
	Pg. 109-118 & 125-128

Pg. 133-142

	6
	Mar. 4
	Topo Maps
	9 +supp
	Pg. 167-169, 172-173, 176-178(top)

	7
	Mar.11
	Streams and Groundwater Processes

ONLINE

DUE: March 11th
	11, 12
	Pg. 213-219

Pg. 236-241, 245-247

	8
	Mar. 18
	Coastal Processes and Climate Change

ONLINE

DUE: March 18th
	15
	Pg. 284-287, 294

	9
	Mar. 25
	Midterm
ONLINE

DUE: March 25th 

9am-11am
	-
	-

	10
	Apr. 1
	California Geology and Faults & Earthquake Preparedness
	supp
	-

	11
	Apr. 8
	Spring Break
No Class
	-
	-

	12
	Apr. 15
	Geological Structures, Maps, and Block Diagrams
	10
	Pg. 195-201(top)

	13
	Apr. 22
	Dating of Rocks, Fossils, and Geologic Events and Glacial Processes
	8, 13
	Pg. 151-153, 158

Pg. 251-254, 262

	14
	Apr. 29
	Research Review
Post Presentation Outline Online

DUE: Apr. 29
	-
	-

	15
	May 6
	Presentation Day
	-
	-


*Schedule subject to change.
